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Now there was no need of inspired communi-
cations to teach mankind that they should
avoid pain and pursue happiness. The
teacher could aid mankind in connecting the
bad and the painful, the good and the pleasant.
They could claim, through higher insight, or
through knowledge of orthodox tradition, to
reveal ulterior connections beyond this life.
But these connections and that insight were
both of them integral parts of the cosmic order
or norm of things. And when once the belief,
that the Jcamma-niyama was as certain as
the blja-niyama, the deed done no less sure
as a cause than the fertile seed sown, was
become part of tradition's very marrow, then
was there no need of a moral law or doctrine
to be super-imposed from without upon the
natural law of the universe. Sequence of-
deed and effect was as natural, as necessary,
as inexorably, inevitably sure, as the way of
sun and moon, the dying of all that is born,
the reaction of sentience to stimulus.

Here then is where we need to think of what
Buddhists think, and not of something else,
if we would understand. You others, the
Buddhist might say, invert the order of truth
as we understand it; you assign rewards and
punishments for certain acts and abstinences,
calling this justice. But it is from the natural
law or norm of things, wherein you say that
you often see injustice, that you first learn
what retribution is, and what is reward, such
as we conceive in our kamma order. If you